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Keystone Hotel Group, a hotel 
investment, development and 
management firm, has converted a 
vacant downtown Cincinnati office 
building into a TownePlace Suites by 
Marriot.  

The building, 
located in the 
Race Street 
Historic 
District, was 
built in 1912 
and was 
previously 
occupied 
as an office 
building and 
a bank prior 

to that.  This complex conversion of 
the historic downtown building added 
five stories on top of an existing 
three story portion of the property. 
The building consisted of two distinct 
structures of varying structural 
systems; that of a concrete-framed 
three-story addition and an older, 
steel-framed, eight story building.

“Being able to bring new life to 
a forgotten structure of that age 
was made possible by some of 
the fortunate variables present in 
our downtown area,” said Project 
Manager Chad Estes. “The central 
business district generally has a 
favorable soil matrix for foundations. 
Also, a considerable amount 
of building stock in downtown 

Cincinnati consists of heavy concrete 
construction that allows for flexibility 
in re-use. Those two components 
were the drivers for making the 
structure a reality.”

Through the design and construction 
process, historic elements have been 
maintained and restored such as the 
exterior stone facades, bank vaults, 
interior marble veneers and stairs. 
This TownePlace Suites by Marriott 
includes 110 guestrooms and many 
amenities such as full bar, game 
rooms, communal spaces, fitness 
center and an indoor pool.

The contractor used three US SPEC 
products on both the interior and 
exterior of this project:  Quickset, V/O 
Patch CI and STR Mortar CI.  

STR Mortar CI was used as a form 
and pour to restore the exterior of the 
building.  This product exhibits excel-
lent flexural properties, shear bond 
strength and compressive strength.  
It works well in applications such as 

this that require an extended working 
time. 

V/O Patch CI is an easy to use, fast 
setting patching material for vertical 
and overhead repairs.  It utilizes a low 
solubility corrosion inhibitor to extend 
service life of reinforced structures.  

US SPEC’s Quickset provided con-
tractors with a rapid setting, rapid 
hardening concrete patching material 
that could be used on horizontal, 
vertical and overhead applications.  It 
is very workable and demonstrates 
similar characteristics to the concrete 
substrate.  This allows for the even 
distribution of stresses placed on the 
repair. 
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